WHAT ARE

God’s Sovereign Power

Luke records approximately 20 of Jesus’ miracles, and four—all healings—are
unigue to only Luke. Miracles in Scripture are acts of God that proclaim his sov-
ereign power over creation as well as his commitment to the good of his people.

Jesus’ Supreme Authority

Jesus’ miracles authenticate his authoritative role in the divine plan that brings
salvation (Luke 7:22). In fact, the scope of Jesus’ healings shows the breadth of
his authority. He heals the sick, casts out evil spirits, and cures a variety of spe-
cific conditions: a flow of blood, a withered hand, blindness, deafness, paraly-
sis, epilepsy, leprosy, dropsy, and fever. He resuscitates the dead and exercises
power over nature.

The King Has Come

John calls the miracles of Jesus “signs” (John 4:54, 6:15), and Jesus suggests
that his miraculous works verify that the kingdom of God has come

(Luke 11:14-23).

Jesus’ miracles reveal his divine identity—an identity that calls for worship. This
is the response of the disciples after Jesus walks on the water: “Truly you are

the Son of God” (Matt. 14:33). When asked whether he was “the one who is to
come” (Luke 7:19), Jesus, instead of answering with a word testifying that he is
the Messiah, points to his miracles. Luke’s portrayal of Jesus is focused on his
authority and the promise he brings. Jesus’ saving work inaugurates the kingdom
of God, delivers sinners, secures forgiveness of sin, and provides the Spirit.
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