WHAT IS

Discipleship Starts With Repentance

Luke emphasizes the theme of repentance in his gospel. He teaches that the realiza-
tion of God’s grace to sinners should lead them to see the error of their ways and turn
from them. This is a significant part of discipleship—a complete change of mind, life,

and purpose.

Discipleship: A Way of Life

Luke makes the point that discipleship is a whole way of life, not simply a means of
satisfying religious impulses. It is noteworthy that Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell of
Jesus’ call of Matthew, but only Luke says that Matthew followed Jesus after “leaving
everything” (Luke 5:28).

Similarly, Matthew and Mark record that Simon and his brother left their nets to fol-
low Jesus, but Luke says that they “left everything”—not just their nets—and followed
Jesus (Luke 5:11).

Luke’s emphasis on “everything” drives home the point of Jesus’ words, “For whoever
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s
will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?”
(Mark 8:35-36)

Coram Deo

Luke wants disciples of Jesus to realize that grace applies to and discipleship is con-
cerned with the whole of life, not just a part of it. All life is lived coram Deo, before the
face of God. To live coram Deo is to live one’s entire life in the presence of God, under
the authority of God, to the glory of God.
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